THOMAS MORE TO PETER GILES
SENDETH  GKETYNGE
I AM almoste ashamed, righte welbeloved Peter Giles, to send unto
you this boke of the Utopian commen wealth, welniegh after a yeres
space, which J am sure you looked for within a moneth and a halfe.
And no marveil. For you knewe well ynough that I was alreadye
disburdened of all the laboure and studye belongynge to the in-
vention in this worke, and that I had no nede at al to trouble my
bralties about the disposition, or conveiaunce of the matter: and ther-
fore had herein nothing els to do, but only to rehearse those thinges,
whiche yon and I togethers hard maister Raphael tel and declare.
Wherefore there was no cause why I should study to set forth the
matter with eloquence: forasmuch as his talke could not be fine and
eloquent, beyxige firste not studied for, but suddein and unpremeditate,
and then, as you know, of a man better sene in the Greke language,
then in the latin tonge. And my writyngs, the niegher it should
approche to his homely plaine, and simple speche, somuche the niegher
shuld it go to the trueth: which is the onelye marke, wherunto I do
and ought to directe all my travail and study herein. I graunte
and confesse, frende Peter, myselfe discharged of so muche laboure;
jhavinge all these thinges ready done to my hande, that almooste
there was nothinge left for me to do. Elles either the invention, or
the disposition of this matter myghte have required of a witte neither
base, neither at all unlearned, both some time and leasure, and also
some studie. But if it were requisite, and necessarie, that the mat-
ter shoulde also have been wrytten eloquentlie, and not alone truelye:
of a sueretie that thynge coulde I have perfourmed by no tyme nor
studye. But now seynge all these cares, stayes, and letters were
taken awaye, wherein elles so muche laboure and studye shoulde have
bene employed, and that there remayned no other thynge for me to do,
kit onelye to write playnelie the matter as I hard it spoken: that in
deed was a thynge lighte and easye to be done. Howbeit to the dis-
patchynge of thys so lytle busynesse, my other cares and troubles
did leave almost lesse then no leasure. Whiles I doo dayelie bestowe
my time about lawe matters: some to pleade, some to heare, some
as an arbitratoure with inyne awarde to determine, some as an umpier
or a Judge, with my sentence finallye to discusse. Whiles I go
one waye to see and visite my frende: another waye about myne
owne privat affaires. Whiles I spende almost al the dav abrode
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